
 

 

Ways to Stay Calm and Take Your Power Back 

 

Limit Media Exposure- Nothing is going to keep you in a place of stress and anxiety 

more than checking the news and social media every five minutes. Yes, we need to stay 

updated and informed on what is going on in the world but don’t go down the rabbit 

hole of watching video after video reading post after post with sometimes conflicting 

information. Stick to reliable sources of information including the CDC. No one knows 

exactly how this is going to play out and all we can do is to take control of our own 

environment and our own minds to get through this a step at a time.  

 

Get Organized- Research has shown that physical clutter can cause stress and have a 

negative effect on productivity. With many of us working from home, this is a perfect 

opportunity to take a little time and clear away the clutter to create a clean, organized 

space that is conducive to productivity. 

 

Self Care- This is also a time when self care is of utmost importance. Self care is going 

to mean something different to everyone. Some days, I stay in my pajamas all day and 

work on the computer while I’m still  in my bed...this feels comfortable and relaxing to 

me. For some of you, working in your bed in your pjs may make you feel lazy and 

unmotivated so you may want to take the time to shower and get dressed, even if you are 

stuck in the house all day. There is no right or wrong way to take care of yourself...do 

what works for you and let your emotions and your mood be your guide. Be mindful of 

how you are feeling and when you feel your mood lowering...ask yourself what you need 

at that time to make you feel better and get back on track. You may need to take a walk, 

write in your journal, meditate or take a nap. Whatever it is, it is essential that you listen 

to your mind and your body and do whatever you can to take care of yourself right now. 

 

Healthy Balance- While I want you to all take care of yourselves, it is also important 

that you find a healthy balance. Yes, I have stayed in my pajamas and worked in bed 

some days but then there are times where I feel...ok that’s enough and I go outside and 

take a walk. I have spent time with my 15 year old daughter...watching Netflix and 

coloring but I have also spent a lot of time working on my business and planning for the 

future. Again, I think the key is to stay mindful. I also feel as though there is magic in 

momentum...you may feel as though you want to work on your business but you just 

don’t have it in you. During these times, I suggest that you set a small goal for yourself 

and just do something. More times than not just the act of starting is enough to keep you 

going and before you know it, you are on a roll. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


 

Reach Out For Support- I have been told that I can be annoyingly optimistic but I 

am also very pragmatic and also very human and there have been times during this 

crisis that I have thoughts of fear and even panic set in. These are the times that I think 

it is important to reach out to friends and family to help calm you down and keep you 

grounded. BUT, a word of advice...be selective with who you go to during these times. 

We all have friends or family who make us feel worse during these times instead of 

better. You know who I’m talking about...the friend who is fixated on the negative and 

who feels the need to constantly remind you that the sky is falling or the sister who 

makes everything about her and is only concerned with “on-upping” you. These people 

may be important in your life but they are not who you want to turn to when you are 

feeling anxious or afraid. Look for people who are empathetic but who will also be the 

voice of reason and focused on solutions rather than problems. 

 

Help Others- Helping others can help to get us out of our own heads and feel like we 

are contributing to the solutions. I am not sure when you are watching this but as I am 

creating this guide we are all stuck in quarantine so I know that we are limited in the 

ways that we can go out in the world but there are still things you can do to help. First of 

all, just let your friends and family know that you are there for them if they need you. Be 

that person that I talked about earlier who is empathetic and the voice of reason. When 

you do support others, make sure that you ask them HOW you can help, don’t assume 

that you know what they need. Some people may just need a shoulder to cry on while 

others may need help working through their problems to come up with a solution or 

maybe they just need a roll of toilet paper...be there for others how they need you. If you 

are in any position at all financially to give, please do so now...even if it is just a few 

dollars to help the most dramatically affected make it through this time, every little bit is 

going to help. Another thing you can do right now is to donate blood. There is a severe 

blood shortage right now and the Red Cross and surgeon general are urging healthy 

individuals to give blood and they assure that it is safe and they are taking extra 

precautions for everyone. Finally during this time and moving forward do what you can 

to support small businesses. Ways You Can Help  

 

Faith- Faith is defined as a complete trust or confidence in someone or something. 

Most people equate faith with religion but you don’t have to be religious to have faith 

but you do need to find faith in something during this time, even if it’s faith in yourself. I 

am not religious but I do have faith in a higher power and I have faith that no matter 

what happens, I have what it takes to survive, thrive and to be happy no matter what the 

circumstances. You have the power to decide what you will have faith in and I strongly 

suggest that you start with yourself! 

 



Acceptance- It ALL starts with acceptance! “It is what it is” is such an important 

mantra in my life that I actually had it tattooed on my arm. I have faced a lot of personal 

tragedy in my life and acceptance, and the mantra “it is what it is” has been one of the 

main things that has kept me grounded and moving forward when the “what ifs” of life 

come creeping in. It’s easy to get caught up in a whirlwind of “what if” worst case 

scenario thinking but nothing is going to change the fact that it is what it is...right 

here,right now in this moment. The important thing to do is to accept reality and then 

ask ourselves...It is what it is, NOW what? What can I do right now in this moment, in 

the next few days or in the next few weeks to move forward and come out of this 

situation stronger? What’s the next logical step? And then the next and then the next? 

The process never ends, no matter where we find ourselves in our lives and 

circumstances we need to accept reality, it is what it is, and then ask ourselves, now 

what? 

 

This Too Shall Pass- I think it’s also important to remember that, we will get through 

this. We aren’t sure how long it will take or exactly what it will look like but we will 

eventually get back to normal, even if it is a “new” normal. 

 

What’s Your Story?- It is during tough times that we really see what people are made 

of, including ourselves. Who we are is a combination of our thoughts, feelings and 

actions and at the core of these things is who we think we are. Many of the things we 

think about ourselves whether positive or negative started out as voices in our head that 

weren’t our own, they were our mothers, fathers, caretakers, teachers or even our 

boyfriends, girlfriends, husbands or wives. Unfortunately what happens is that when 

these voices are negative, we start to believe the messages and start to accept them as 

our own.  

 

I personally grew up in a horribly dysfunctional and abusive environment and many of 

the first voices I heard in my head were not positive. It took me many years to change 

that wiring and become the person I am today. Like anyone who grew up in an abusive 

environment, I will always struggle with some of these voices but I now have the 

knowledge and experience to know that I can investigate those voices and those 

messages and not just take them at face value.  

 

I teach my kids that criticism can be a gift if you use it as such. When someone criticizes 

you, ask yourself…”is any of what they are saying or thinking true?” Were my actions 

selfish or cruel? Was I being impulsive or needy? Whatever the criticism...investigate it 

and when you can be truly self aware and investigate, you will come out with one of 

three conclusions, no, yes or somewhat. If the answer is no and you truly feel as though 

the criticism was not true and was completely unwarranted, while you still may feel 

frustrated with the situation, you will come out of it with a clearer understanding of who 

you are and what your values are and it will strengthen your character and your self 



esteem. If the answer is yes or somewhat and you see how you could have handled a 

situation differently, you can now make amends and make a conscious effort to handle 

yourself differently in the future which will again, strengthen your character and your 

self esteem.  

 

Both outcomes will be the same as long as you take the time to investigate. The problem 

is that most people don’t do this. They play the victim or look for the nearest scapegoat 

to make themselves feel better in the moment but the problem is that they don’t take the 

opportunity to grow as an individual during the process. The reason I am sharing this 

with you is that I want to remind you that YOU get to decide who you are and what your 

story is...no one else.  

 

As entrepreneurs, we are constantly taking risks and facing these negative messages 

head on. Thoughts such as “I’m not good enough.” “I’m not smart enough.” “Who do I 

think I am?” “I can’t do this.” can creep in even during times when we aren’t facing a 

crisis  but when we ARE facing a crisis is when, like an angry mob, these voices can 

become the loudest and most obnoxious! 

 

I’m sharing this with you because there is no better time than now to start taking control 

of the voices in your head. You have to be willing to do whatever it takes right now and 

you get to decide what your story is and what you are made of…no one else! 

  

Worst Case Scenario- This may seem a little strange and hypocritical but there is an 

Ancient Greek Stoic philosophy of imagining the worst case scenario also known as 

Defensive Pessimism that can actually be very empowering. The Stoics believe that one 

of the reasons we suffer from anxiety is due to a lack of preparation for and anticipation 

of problems or events in the future and therefore it is necessary to prepare mentally for 

the worst possible scenario. I have used this technique often even before this crisi 

whenever I start to feel stress or anxiety about the future. Think of the worst case 

scenario in your head but instead of fixating on the problem, play it out all the way 

through and ALSO imagine all of the possible solutions to the problems. Oftentimes, 

while not ideal...the worst case scenario doesn’t seem as disastrous when the scenario 

also includes positive steps to overcome the adversity. My only two words of advice if 

you choose to use this technique is 1) only do so when you are not in complete panic 

mode or you won’t be able to access that prefrontal cortex where critical thinking occurs 

and 2) make sure that while you are thinking about the possible worst case scenario, you 

are also focusing on those things that really matter in your life and that you are truly 

grateful for. 

 

Action- Finally, nothing cures fear and makes you feel more empowered than action. 

This too shall pass and what you do during this time could have a dramatic effect on 

your business and your life in the coming months and years.  


